
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK  
Reflections on Repentance for the Forgiveness of Sins  
 
     On this Second Sunday of Advent, Year C, 2021 our Sunday Readings are from Baruch 5, 1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 
8-11; Luke 3:1-6; and our Song of Praise is Psalm 126. Our theme is “Reflections on Repentance for the Forgiveness 
of Sins,” taken from the message of John the Baptist who appears on the scene during the Season of Advent. In 
preparation for the Lord’s coming, John the Baptist calls us to repentance for the forgiveness of our sins. This is 
central to every other thing we might want to do for an enjoyable Christmas, though it might not be on our checklist of 
things we need before Christmas, and hardly so. You will remember that among our usual prayers for a holy 
celebration of the Mass, is the call to repent of the wrongs we have done or failed to do, and so we seek forgiveness 
for our sins. Why do we pray that way if not that we want to properly prepare a place for our Lord in our hearts? 
Advent is in preparation that Christ may have his place in us all the days of our lives.  

 
     We know that God has done great things for us by sending his Son to us. The Lord comes to seek out the lost and 
bring us back to himself. These are as a result of the magnanimity of love and mercy the Lord has for us whom he 
calls his brothers and sisters. In this large heart of his, he will come again to grant us a share in his everlasting glory. 
The prophet Baruch says today that God is leading Israel in joy, (cf. Bar. 5:1-9); joy because they would return to 
Jerusalem from exile, and the obstacles (mountains and hills) would be removed for the Lord had said so. In the 
same spirit, the psalmist says that “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with Joy.” (Ps. 126:3). No 
wonder the Church teaches us that this is the Joyful Season. Yes, indeed, it is the season of the Annunciation of the 
coming of the Lord, (cf. Lk. 1:26-38). We must adequately respond to the love of God. Hence, St. Paul in writing to 
the Philippians prays that our love might increase ever more in knowledge and the value for greater preparation, filled 
with the fruit of righteousness for the glory and praise of God in Christ Jesus, (cf. Phil. 1:9-11). The Lord Jesus 
brought salvation to our door steps, and called us to repentance. These are what John the Baptist is challenging us 
to do this season, (cf. Lk. 3:1-6).  
 
     This season, I say, is the era of John the Baptist. We must stand firm and speak the real and tough truth, the 
prophetic truth, to ourselves. We must put things straight. For example, we cannot have laws to protect the unborn, 
and also have the laws to kill them when they are born, and have Christian attorneys, juries and judges who defend 
them as just laws. Our God is a God of Justice and Truth, Peace and Righteousness. The laws of each nation reflect 
or depict the God those nations serve and worship. Christians will not get the justice and peace we seek unless we 
study to position ourselves in places of power and leadership, armed with our practice of truth and righteousness, 
and self-sacrifice for God and humanity. God who saved us without ourselves, would want us to protect one another 
in love of our neighbors, in justice, peace and truth. 
 


